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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on July 17, 
2008, has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

2. Claims 62-67 are now pending. 

Election/Restrictions 

3. Restriction is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 and 372. 

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which 
are not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 . 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.499, applicant is required, in reply to this action, to 
elect a single invention to which the claims must be restricted. 

Group I, claim(s) 62-64, drawn to a system for depositing electronically-interactive 
liquefied material onto a support surface. 

Group II, claim(s) 65 & 66, drawn to another system for depositing an electronically 
interactive liquefied material onto a support surface. 

Group III, claim(s) 67, drawn to a third system for depositing electronically interactive 
liquefied material onto a support surface. 

4. The inventions listed as Groups l-lll do not relate to a single general inventive 
concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the same or 
corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: 
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a. A priori, the invention of Group I shares no common special technical 
feature with the inventions of Group II or Group III, or with any of the other claims 
filed to-date. In other words, if in claims 62-64, it is Applicant's position that the 
feeding system structure is the special technical feature, the particulars of said 
structure are recited neither by claims 65-67 (and vice versa) nor any one of 
previously pending claims 1-61. 

b. While claim 67 does appear to share the special technical feature of 
pressure differentials recited consistently in all of the claims to-date, a posteriori, 
such a feature was rendered obvious by the art of record in the Office action 
mailed February 25, 2008. As such, Group III is unified with neither Group I nor 
Group II. 

5. Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally presented 
invention reciting pressure differentials as the special technical feature, this invention 
has been constructively elected by original presentation for prosecution on the merits. 
Accordingly, claims 62-66 are withdrawn from consideration as being directed to a non- 
elected invention. See 37 CFR 1 .142(b) and MPEP § 821 .03. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

7. Claim 67 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Martinez 
et al. (previously cited). 
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A. Martinez teaches an ink jet printing device comprising: a distribution unit 
comprising at least one chamber and nozzles (47) which eject ink onto the support 
surface (50); a feeding system comprising main container (10) and pressure regulator 
unit (25), the movement of the components results in the pressure differential discussed 
in the Office action mailed February 25, 2008. 

B. As noted in the prior Office action, while not expressly disclosed as 
cleaning by supplying a pressure, p3, greater than the first two, it remains the 
Examiner's position that it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to use 
compressed air, etc., in such a fashion to clean the components of the system. 

C. Finally, as noted in the prior Office action, Martinez does not expressly 
teach an "electronically-interactive material" as the ink. Nevertheless, Martinez does not 
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limit the types of inks that may be utilized and it is clear that the apparatus of Martinez 
may advantageously utilize any known ink jet ink. Applicant's definition of 
"electronically-interactive" is so broad as to include all conducting and insulating (non- 
conducting) materials (see spec, page 1). Since a material is either conducting or non- 
conducting, the ink of Martinez reads on this limitation. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to William P. Fletcher III whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 1419. The examiner can normally be reached on Sunday, 5:00 AM - 12:00 PM and 
Monday through Friday, 5:00 AM - 3:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Timothy H. Meeks can be reached on (571) 272-1423. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/William Phillip Fletcher III/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1792 

August 10, 2009 



